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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

The Government of Ethiopia (GoE) has developed a Climate Resilient Green Economy 

(CRGE) strategy. The CRGE vision aims to build a climate resilient green economy 

and to make the country carbon neutral by 2025. The Strategy identifies eight key 

sectors that play key roles in sustainable development: Reducing Emissions from 

Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+), soils, livestock, energy, buildings and 

cities, industry, transport and health. 

REDD+, Agriculture and Livestock are key elements of the CRGE vision, because of 

the level of emissions from these sectors under the business as usual scenario (85% 

of the national GHGS emissions) and their high emission reduction and contribution 

to resilience building. To achieve the GoE's CRGE related goals on agriculture, 

forestry and other land use change (AFOLU), the Ministry of Environment and Forest 

(MEF) is implementing a National REDD+ Readiness Program. Since 2008, Ethiopia is 

an active member of the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF). The Government 

started preparation of a Readiness Preparation proposal (RPP) in April 2010, led by 

the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA). The country's final R-pp was endorsed 

by the FCPF Participants Committee in March 2011. 

In May 2013, the Government of Ethiopia has recognized the Oromia REDD+ program 

as a national REDD+ pilot program. The Government of Ethiopia would like to pilot 

more REDD+ projects at smaller scale in other parts of the country, in order to draw 

lessons for shaping the REDD+ strategy currently under preparation. In view of this 

vision, the National REDD+ Secretariat at the Ministry of Environment and Forest 

commissioned the assignment of identifying, screening and subsequent designing of 

high quality REDD+ pilot projects in Amhara, SNNP and Tigray Regional State under 

the auspices of the REDD+ Readiness Program. The three regional states proposed six 

candidate sites each. Of the suggested candidate site, one pilot site per regional 

shall be selected, based on objective criteria. 

As part of the pilot sites identification, field visits to the candidate sites in Tigray, 

Amhara and the SNNP Regional states was conducted over the period March 24 to 

May 11, 2015. This report presents field observations and discussions held with 

different actors at the regional level.  

1.2 Objectives of the field visit 

The main objective of the field visit was to assess the suitability of the candidate 

sites identified by the regional states for REDD+ pilot through observation and 

discussions with key experts of the respective regional states.   
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2 Tigray Regional State sites visits 

2.1 Discussions with experts at the Regional BoARD 

During the field visits in Tigray, the consultant met experts of the regional Bureau 

of Agriculture and Rural Development. Experts met during the visit include Mr. 

Mulugeta G/Silassie, Mr. Mehari Gebre Medhin, Mr. Aynalem Hagos and Mr. Tsehaye.  

Dr. Solomon Zewdie from the National REDD+ Secretariat, and the consultant 

explained the objective of the field visit, and the planned pilot area identification. 

The field mission team explained to the experts that the main objective of the REDD+ 

pilot is to identify areas that can help to pilot forest sector development in the 

regional that can serve as a model and be scaled up widely. That means, the pilot 

intervention sites should be representative of the dominant landscape within the 

region. Efforts should also be made to build on experiences of forest sector 

development over the past decades and build on lessons learned from the past good 

practices.  

Experts stated that over 60% of the Tigray Regional state is mountainous. Our own 

assessment also indicates that around 55% of Tigray is highland area of over 1500 m 

asl. These highland areas are also where high number of the rural and urban 

populations live. The highlands are relatively degraded, and lost most of their 

original forest vegetation. Hence, piloting REDD+ with objectives of conserving 

existing forests is not relevant. However, forest restoration, using remnant and 

restored forests as nucleus has high potential. 

There are already very good examples of successful restoration of the mountainous 

areas in the highlands of Tigray through area closure, construction of soil 

conservation structures and afforestation. Communities in the highlands have 

already started appreciating the benefits of restoration, and also formed strong 

institutions to manage and sustainably use restored areas. With this understanding, 

the field visit also gave due attention to the candidate sites on the highland areas, 

though lowland area candidates were also visited.  

2.2 Sites visited and observations 

The site visit started with candidate pilot areas located along the mountain ranges 

of southern and eastern Tigray. The team was accompanied by Mr. Aynalem Hagos all 

the time.  

Southern zone (eastern escarpment): Site visited in southern zone of Tigray were 

Wujig Mahgo Waren Forest and Hugumburda- Grat Kahassu natural forest. Emba Alaje 

area is part of this mountain range. The mountain range is highly degraded, but a lot 

of conservation structures were built. The valleys are fertile agricultural lands, 

partly irrigated with water from rivers originating from the mountains and small 

dams.  
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Forest vegetation:  

- There are both natural and plantation forests. The patches of remnant natural 

forests are the Dry Afromontane forest types, with dominant trees like 

Juniperus procera, Olea europea ssp cuspidata, and Acacia abyssinica. Most 

vegetation cover is secondary, restored through areas closure and 

construction of soil conservation structures. 

Figure 1.Partial view of Mujig Magigo Waren: restored and potential areas for restoration 

 

- At the foot of the Wujig-Mahibo Waren forest, there is fertile valley, mainly 

for communal grazing, and crops production. In the same mountain range, 

parts of Tsibet Mountain are covered by Eucalyptus plantation of Maychew 

Chipboard factory.  

- Tsibet is the highest mountain in Tigray with over 4000 m asl. Areas near the 

border with Enda Mohoni woreda are restored secondary forests as well as 

remnant natural forests, with beautiful scenic landscapes. The lower part of 

Wujig-Mahibo Waren forest on the highway is mainly acacia woodland, with 

some Olea and Euphorbia trees. The forest area falls within 12 kebeles of four 

woredas (Alaje, Endamohoni, Hintalowejerat, and Rayaazebo).  
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Figure 2. Partial view of Wujig-Mahibo Waren forest 

 

- Hugumburda Grat Kahassu forest also has both restored and remnant natural 

forests. There are many patches of successful restoration through area closure 

on the way from Maychew to Korem. Hugumburda Grat Kahassu forest occurs 

in Endamohoni (Maychew) and Ofla (korem) woredas. Part of Hugumburda 

forest on the slope down to Alamata is well restored.  

Figure 3. Partial view of Hugumburda forest 

 

Institutional arrangement and community benefits 

- In forested landscape in different woredas of the southern zone of Tigray, PFM 
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has been established. The forest as well as other communal land user groups 

existing and functioning. The community are benefiting from restoration 

measures- water regulation, NTFPs like honey, grass for livestock fodder, and 

the like. This also benefited them in getting irrigation water to produce food 

crops in the valleys. 

Major towns/villages within the mountain range:   

- Emba Alaje, Bet Mara, Maychew, Korem, and Alamata towns, and several 

small rural villages.  

Figure 4.Partial view of forested mountains and fertile farmlands around Lake Ashenge 

 

Eastern zone: Site visited in Eastern zone of Tigray was Mugulat forest: This forest 

is found in the Eastern zone and represents upper catchment of Adigrat town and 

other major settlements in the area.  

Forest vegetation:  

- It is also habitat for the Dry Afromontane forest type. However, most of the 

original forest has been lost. The current cover is mostly degraded landscape, 

with few patches. The major cover type is recently restored secondary forest, 

patched of fragmented natural forest and plantation.  

- Major trees and shrubs observed are Olea europaea, Juniperus procera, 
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Dodonia angustifolia, Maesa lanceolata, Acacia sp. Eucalyptus sp, cactus and 

aloe. There are some areas with good forest cover, especially on the slope 

driving down to Bizet, along a scenic view of the landscape. 

Figure 5.Partial views of Mugulat Forest: restored and potential areas for restoration 

 

 

- Around Bizet, there is excellent agroforestry practice, mainly with acacia 

trees. There are also trees like Cordia abyssinica, and Ficus vasta with the 

landscape. 

Institutional arrangement and community benefits 

- In forested landscape in different woredas of this zone, PFM has been 

established. However, it is not as strong as in the southern zone. The forest 

as well as other communal land user groups exist and functioning. The 

community are benefiting from restoration measures- water regulation, NTFPs 

like honey, grass for livestock fodder, and the like.  

Major towns/villages within the mountain range:   

- Adigrat, Adi Aynom, Mugulat, May Alkiti, Bizet and Serro, capital of Ahferom 

Woreda. 
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Western and North Western Zones: 

The forest vegetation in the western and northwestern zones are lowland woodland 

or dry forests. They have low population density. Of the lowland woodland areas, 

candidate sites under consideration are: Hirmi and Waldba in Northwestern zone and 

Kafta Welkayt in western zone. The situations of these forests were discussed with 

experts, and the field visit was made to such vegetation along the Shire-Gondar road 

in Tselemti woreda, where the Waldba forest is located. 

 

Figure 6.View of lowland vegetation in western Tigray 

 

Forest vegetation: 

- The forest in these candidate pilot areas is mainly lowland acacia woodland, 

with scattered trees and open canopy cover.  

- Waldiba is lowland forest within Kola agro-ecology.  The vegetation type 

occurring in the area consist mainly economically important trees such as 

Boswellia papyryfera, Acacia senegal, Oxythenthera abyssinica and 

Sterculata. The management of these important tree species is not 

sustainable, and are being overexploited. 

- Hirmi Forest: is disturbed acacia-comiphora woodland vegetation, with some 

evergreen trees at the upper parts. Common trees include various species of 

acacia like A. polyacanta, A. Lahai, A. ethebica, A.nilotica A. abyssinica, 

Oxythenanthera abyssinica, Adonsonia digitata, Ziziphus spp. Terminalia 

spp., Combratum molle, Boswellia spp., and Diospyros mesipliformis.                                                                                                                              

- Kafta-Welkayt- is a disturbed lowland woodland. Major trees include Acacia 

spp., Boswellia papyrifera, Ziziphus spina-christi, Oxytenthera abyssinia, 

Ximenia americana, Adonsonia digitata, and Combretum spp. The area is 

traditionally used as a common grazing area for most of the people from 

different parts of the zone.  
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2.3 Experts’ opinion regarding pilot site selection 

During the discussions held with regional experts, the following suggestions were 

made regarding potential pilot site: 

- Forests / landscape along the eastern escarpments of the southern zone of 

Tigray be pilot sites, including Dese’a forest. These forested landscapes 

represent high altitude areas, with significant proportion of steep slope areas.  

- The local communities are also more familiar with forestry practices, 

restoration works and relatively more organized to be engaged in group 

activities. 

 

3 Amhara Regional State sites visits 

3.1 Discussions with experts at the Regional BoA and AFE 

During the field visit, discussions were held with experts and management of the 

regional Bureau of Agriculture (BoA) and the Amhara Forest Enterprise (AFE). At the 

BoA, a brief meeting was held with Deputy Head of the Bureau of Agriculture, in 

order to inform the mission of the field work. Technical discussion was held with the 

head and deputy head of AFE, Mr. Yikunoamlak and Mr. Feleke, as well as two 

experts, Mr. Bayleyegn Azene and Mr. Tarekegn Gebrehiwot. On this meeting, and 

throughout the site visits, the consultant had discussions with Mr. Sintayehu Derese, 

head of the regional REDD+ Coordination Unit. 

During discussions with senior management and experts, the consultant explained 

the objective of the field visit, and the planned pilot site identification, based 

candidate sites suggested by the regional state. The main objective of the REDD+ 

pilot is to identify areas that can help to pilot forest sector development in the 

region, serving as a model and be scaled up widely. That means, the pilot 

intervention sites should be representative of the dominant landscape within the 

region. The pilot site should also be one that builds on experiences of forest sector 

development over the past decades and lessons learned from the past good 

practices.  

Experts stated that the major parts of the land cover in Amhara are highland areas 

characterized by mountains and steep slopes. Our own assessment also indicates that 

around 70% of Amhara is highland area of over 1500 m asl. These highland areas are 

also where there is high rural and urban populations.  

The highlands are relatively degraded, and lost most of their original forest 

vegetation. Hence, piloting REDD+ with the objectives of conserving existing forests 

is not relevant. However, forest restoration, using remnant and restored forests as 

nucleus has high potential. The pilot area identification, therefore, focuses on 

candidate sites suggested by the regional state found in highland areas over 1500 m, 

and the surrounding broader landscape that need restoration. 
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Figure 7. Slope classes of the highlands of Amhara regional state 

 

Except Metema, all sites identified as candidates for REDD+ pilots by regional state 

are within highlands. According to experts, sites in North Shoa, South Wollo and Awi 

Zone should be given priority in evaluations to identify a candidate site.  

Figure 8.View of forested landscape around Wof-washa and Yegof 

 

Experts at AFE also indicated that nearly all the six candidate sites have PFM 

initiatives, where user groups were formed and have started operation. The sites and 

PFM initiator organizations are listed below: 

- Wofwasha – SUNARMA 
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- Alemsaga- ORDA 

- Metema- MoA/BoA  

- Guangua-Ilala and Kahtasa– Farm Africa/ SoS Sahel Ethiopia 

- Yegof- MoA/BoA 

3.2 Sites visited and observations 

The first site visit in Amhara was to Wof-Washa (North Shoa) and Yegof (south Wollo) 

sites. The visit was made from April 8-10, 2015. The consultant was accompanied by 

Professor Ensermu Kelbessa, plant taxonomist and senior vegetation expert. The 

escarpments of south eastern Amhara extends all the way from North Shoa to South 

Wollo, along the Awash and Abay river basins water divide. It represents an important 

mountainous landscape of national, regional and international significance.  

 
Figure 9.Valleys and mountainous landscape around Shewa Robit, North Shoa 

 

Most parts have lost forest except pockets at Wof-Washa and Debre-sina in North 

Shoa and, Yegof and Derek Woyira in South Wollo near Dese. Wof-Washa is a natural 

forest in good condition, and with a number of successful plantation initiatives 

surrounding it. There are watershed management practices throughout the range.  

Figure 10.View of Cheffa valley and surrounding mountainous landscape, south Wollo 
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The forests at the other end around Dese are also well restored natural forest of 

Yegof and Derek Woyira between Kombolcha and Dese. Beside the natural forests, 

there are successful plantation forests around Dese and Kombolcha. The existing 

natural forest and plantations along the escarpment from Ankober in North Shoa to 

Dese in South Wollo can serve as nucleus for pilot implementation of REDD+ and 

assisted natural regeneration. 

 
Figure 11.View of dense & degraded landscapes- Yegof forest & Dese Zuria, South Wollo 

 

 

Visits to northwestern Amhara:  

Then the consultant visited sites in northwestern zones: Awi, South Gondar and North 

Gondar, from April 29-May 3, 2015. Forest sites visited were Guangua and Kahtasa in 

Awi, Alemsaga in South Gondar and Metema in North Gondar. 

The Guangua Pilot site and Kahtasa pilot site are actually the same mountain range, 

extending all the way from Koso Ber/Injibara area to Ilala-Guangua area, beyond 

Chagini town. 

- The landscape is dotted with fragmented patches of natural and plantation 

forests. There are also many scattered trees on farms, indicating that the 

original humid montane forest similar to those in southwestern Ethiopia might 
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have been deforested from the areas some decades back.  

- Trees observed in the landscape include: Albizia gummifera, Croton 

macrostachyus, Sapium ellipticum, Maytenus Loko, Cordia africana, Ficus 

thoningi, Ficus vasta, Schefflera volkensi, Bruce antidysentrica, Budleja 

Maesa lanceolata, Hagenia abyssinica, Juniperus procera, Olea europea ssp 

cuspidata, bamboo 

- Bamboo and eucalyptus are common around homestead. 

- Coffee is also quite common in homegardens below elevation of 2000 m, but 

it does not occur in the remnant natural forests. 

Figure 12. Plantation and remnant natural forests in Awi zone- Kahtasa and Ilala-Guangua 

 

 

Tara Gedam forest: 

- Found close to Addis Zemen in South Gondar, on the way to Gondar town. 

- It is a well preserved natural forest around Tara Gedam monastery, 

surrounded by highly degraded mountainous landscape. 

- Good potential for forest restoration 

- Some previous studies reported over 140 woody plant species from the area. 

Olea europea ssp cuspidata is the dominant and obvious tree species. Other 
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dominant trees include: Albizia schimperiana, Acacia senegal, Allophylus 

abyssinicus. 

- The area is part of the mountain range extending from Ibinat woreda, where 

Alem Saga forest is located, to Gondar Zuria Woreda further north. The 

range covers three woredas: Ibinat, Libo Kemkem, and Gondar Zuria. Tara 

Gedam is located in Libo Kemkem. 

 
Figure 13.Natural forest around Tara Gedam Monastery, South Gondar 

 
 

Alem Saga: 

- Secondary forest of about 30-33 years old, with patches of Eucalyptus and 

Cupressus lusitanica plantation. It was originally farmland, but enclosed 

during the Dergue regime (1982/83)  

- Plant species observed include: Acacia abyssinica, Cordia africana, Croton 

macrostachyus, Buddleja polystachya, Dodonaea angustifolia, Euclea 

divinorum, Brucea antidysenterica, and Juniperus procera. 

 
Figure 14. Restored secondary forest around Alemsaga, south Gondar 
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Figure 15. Degraded hilly landscape around Alemsaga, South Gondar 

 
Metema- lowland forest /woodland vegetation 

- The site identified as potential for pilot is a lowland forest/woodland 

vegetation around Meka town, mainly on the Gordim mountain range. Meka 

is at an altitude of about 830 m. 

 
Figure 16. Woodland vegetation in Metema 

 

3.3 Experts’ opinion regarding pilot site selection 

Some experts recommended sites in Awi zone for pilot, since there are several 

remnant forest patches that can serve as nucleus for restoration the degraded part. 

Most experts are also of the opinion that local community in Awi are more recipients 

of new ideas and interventions.  

Other experts suggested the mountain ranges of Wof-washa and Yegof as first priority 

and Ilala-Guangua areas as second priority for pilot. The sites in Wof-washa nd Yegof 

are known for large-scale plantation and land/forest restoration, where it is easy to 

build on past experiences. There Ilala-Guangua mountain range also connects to the 
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mountain chains up to Dangila. 

Experts also raised about a new initiative of AFE/ the region: Joint Forest 

Development and Management initiative, which encourages farmers to develop 

commercial forest, with guaranteed market for their timber supply to AFE. 

NTFPs in the forest area: honey at all sites, and honey and incense at Metema  

After the field visit, it was suggested that: 

 The candidates in North Shoa and South Wollo (Wof-washa and Yegof) can be 

considered as one pilot in order to restore critical mountainous landscape 

important for two river basins (Abay and Awash).  

 The candidate site in south Gondar, Alem Saga, should be considered along 

with the mountain range up to Gondar Zuria, including Tara Gedam forest. 

 The two sites in Awi zone (Guangua and Kahitasa) are the same mountain 

range and should be evaluated together. These mountain ranges actually 

extend further east to Choke Mountains, which is the source of many rivers.  

 Prioritization should take into consideration accessibility and ease of 

successful implementation. 

 It is also good to consider acceptability by the local community. 

4 SNNP Regional State sites visits 

4.1 Discussions with experts at the Regional BoA and NABU 

 

On May 5-11, 2015, I have visited sites in the SNNP regional state. The visit started 

by discussions held at Hawassa with forestry experts W/ro Amelework Dubale and 

Ato Solomon Mengesha of Natural Resource and Environmental Protection Authority 

(NREPA). During the meeting, it was noted that the region has large natural forest 

areas, especially in the southwestern part, which can be put under REDD+ project, 

with the objectives of avoiding deforestation/degradation and conserving 

biodiversity.  

Among the sites identified as candidate by the region, three sites fulfill the minimum 

area requirement for selecting a REDD+ pilot: these are Chebera-Churchura, Kafa 

and Sheka. All are found in the southwestern part of Ethiopia. Experts of the NREPA 

noted that Chebera-Churchura is the most underfunded forest area of all sites in the 

southwest.  

Beside experts at regional NREPA, discussion was held with Ato Mesfin Tekle, head 

of NABU office in Kafa. NABU has been supporting conservation sustainable 

management of the forest in Kafa zone since 2006/07, including nomination of the 

Kafa as UNESCO biosphere reserve. NABU continued to support implementation of 
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the management plan of Kafa Biosphere Reserve.  

4.2 Sites visited and observations 

Chebera-Churchura- is found in Dawro zone and Konta Special woreda. The forest 

occurs on a long altitudinal gradient, ranging 550 - 1700 masl, highest peak being 

Mecha hill on the western boundary. The forest vegetation of the area falls in to the 

following forest categories: (i) Montane Forests in the eastern and northwestern 

highlands, (ii) The Riverine Forests, iii) Combretum-Terminalia woodland vegetation 

in lowland. The total area of the proposed site is 125,000 ha, well bigger than the 

minimum 50,000 ha required for consideration. During the visit, it was not possible 

to reach at the areas with forest cover due to rainfall and difficult road condition.  

The Kafa forest pilot is found in Kafa zone, which is also a UNESCO registered 

biosphere reserve. The total forest area considered for REDD+ pilot is around 409,000 

ha found within core area, buffer zone and transition area of the Kafa Biosphere 

Reserve.  It occurs along long altitudinal gradient, ranging from 900-3200 m, and 

varied vegetation, from Afromontane rainforests in the highlands to lowland 

woodlands that ecologically connect with Omo and Mago national parks known for 

large mammals. The major forest vegetation types are: Afromontane humid forest 

and bamboo thickets in the highlands (>1500 m) and compretum-terminalia woodland 

in the lowlands. 

Figure 17. Olea dominated moist montane forest in Kafa 

 

Notable rivers originating from the highlands areas of Kafa include Gojeb, Baro and 

Gilo (Beko at upper catchment) rivers.  

Major NTFPs from Kafa are: honey, coffee, Korerima, Timiz and tree seeds. Coffee 

and honey producers of the area have established good market linkage with buyers 

and exporters.  

Major actors: Zone administration, Department of Agriculture, Industry and Trade 

affairs, NABU, Farm Africa, SOS Sahel, EWNRA, World Vision Ethiopia, and Kafa 

Development Association 
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The key drivers of deforestation are agricultural expansion (small holder) and large 

scale agricultural investment (coffee on highland and oil crops in lowland). A private 

developer called Wildlife Works- conducted baseline study on Bale, Yayu and Kafa to 

start REDD+ project and prioritized Kafa. However, they quitted since their approach 

was not in line with the national policy. The European Space Agency, Wageningen 

University, NABU and BlackBridge are conducting near-real-time monitoring using 

satellite images and IT: 

- Daily monitoring (near-real-time) of changes 

- Rangers use smart phone for ground data collection and verification 

- Measure growth every three months of areas are regenerating/ restoring 

- Age of restored and being measured is known. 

 

Sheka forest:  

The Sheka forest is located in the Sheka Zone of the Southern Nations, Nationalities 

and Peoples (SNNP) Regional State. Sheka zone is endowed with humid afromontane 

forest and bamboo tickets, which cover close to 50% of the total area of the zone. 

The whole Skeka zone has been registered as UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 2012- as 

Sheka Forest Biosphere Reserve. Forests occur primarily in the core areas and buffer 

zone, though fragmented patches are also found within transition areas.   

The area is rich in plant and animal species. There are over 300 higher plants, 50 

mammals, 200 birds, and 20 amphibian species, occurring in area.  

 
Figure 18. View of forest vegetation in Sheka and around Sheko 

 

 

 

 

 



 REDD+ PILOTS VISIT REPORT   
 

  21 

Figure 19. Typical stand of highland bamboo common in Kafa and Sheka 

The drivers of deforestation, and key NTFPs in Sheka are same with those in Kafa. 

Similarly, there has also been REDD+ development initiative in Sheka by Ethio-

Wetlands and Natural Resources Association.  

All the three potential candidate sites in SNNP have implemented PFM, though the 

extent and success differs. Partners working in the candidate sites: 

- Kafa BR: NABU, Ethio-Wetlands and Natural Resources Association (EWNRA), 

FARM Africa/SoS Sahel.  

- Sheka BR: MELCA Ethiopia, EWNRA, FARM Africa/SoS Sahel 

- Chebera Churchura- SUPFM of MoA and BoA 

The main non-timber forest products are honey, coffee, and spices in all sites. 

Besides, Kafa and Sheka are also rich in highland bamboo resources. 

Figure 20.Forest managed for coffee production- Sheka (Tepi) and Kafa (Sacramento Plantation) 

 

Some parts of the forests in all sites, especially Kafa and Sheka are managed for 

coffee production. Management of the forest for coffee production is the main driver 

of forest degradation. Farmers thin out some canopy trees, and clear all small trees, 
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shrubs, seedlings and herbs that compete with coffee. As can be seen in Figure 21, 

the forest is converted from continuous structure to two layers: canopy/shade-trees 

and coffee layer strara, in the managed forest areas. 

4.3 Experts’ opinion regarding pilot site selection 

Experts at NREPA consider Chebera-Churchura as the most underfunded, and yet 

unique habitat with large gradient, descending from montane forest to lowland 

woodland. Hence, they encourage investment on the site.  

However, infrastructures like road are underdeveloped in Chebera-Churchura, which 

makes implementation difficult. On the other hand, Kafa is centrally located among 

remnant forest blocks in the region, is big in size, easily accessible, has lots of data 

for baseline information, including carbon stock data. Hence, Kafa is more promising 

for piloting REDD+ among the candidate sites. It also has many years of experience 

in PFM and biosphere reserve implementation, with a number of active partner 

institutions working in the area. 

 

5 Concluding remarks 
During criteria development in consultation with MEF, a strategic decision was made 

to select a pilot site that has the potential to be scaled-up and have more relevance 

for the respective region. 

In regions with still large forest cover where conserving the remnant forest is more 

relevant, REDD+ focusing on reducing deforestation and forest degradation should 

be the priority. A good example is the SNNP regional state in this regards. 

On the other hand, for the regions that have lost most of their original forests like 

Amhara and Tigray, the REDD+ pilot should primarily aim at restoring degraded areas 

and forest, while still making efforts to reducing deforestation/degradation in the 

remnant forests. The following are justifications for this suggestion: 

 Amhara and Tigray are dominated by mountainous highlands 

 Highland areas over 1500 m (often described as Afromontante areas) represent 

73% of Amhara and 55% of Tigray National Regional States. 

 Quite significant proportion of these highland areas (28% in Amhara and 23% 

in Tigray) are fragile environments with slope >30%. 

 Most of these areas have also lost their original habitats, especially forest, 

and are highly degraded over the past centuries. 

 The two regional states have been aggressively working on forest/land 

restoration over the past decades and have made impressive progresses. 

 For instance, by the end of 2013, degraded areas set aside for restoration /or 

area enclosures covered 1.54 million ha in Tigray and 1.55 million ha in 
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Amhara National Regional States1. 

 Hence, it is strategically more relevant to focus on restoration of degraded 

highland areas, taking remnant forest areas as nucleus, which serves as seed 

source, and demonstration of experiences in successful restoration.  

In such cases, it was also decided during criteria development that pilot areas for 

restoration should be broad landscape.  

In both Amhara and Tigray, the eastern and central parts of the regions are 

dominated my high altitude, mountainous areas, with steep slopes. Based on the 

topography and findings of the field visit, eligible areas are: 

 Tigray: Eastern escarpment, and north and central highlands.  

o Wujig-Mahgo Waren and Hugumburda-Grat Kahassu: these are sites in 

southern zone along the eastern escarpment, and include the highest 

mountain ranges in Tigray. These mountains are part of two important 

river basins, the Awash and Tekeze. During the site visit, regional experts 

recommended inclusion of Desa’a forest in eastern zone. 

o Mugulat Forest- this is located in the north central part, in Eastern zone, 

is the second potential candidate area. Mugulat is near Adigrat and can 

extend further to in include the mountain ranges of Adwa to the west. 

Figure 21. Highlands of Tigray and fragile mountain ranges 

 

                                                 
1 Mulugeta Lemenih and Habtemariam Kassa. 2014. Re-Greening Ethiopia: History, Challenges and 
Lessons. Forests 5: 1896-1909. 
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 Amhara: Three area can be considered as candidates: 

o Ankober-Dese escarpment: The mountain ranges extending from Ankober 

area in North Shoa to Dese zuria in South Wollo can be considered as one 

candidate area. In this mountain range are found both Wof-washa and 

Yegof, listed as candidates by the region. This mountain range is 

characterized by high mountains and steep slope. 

o Kahtasa Mountains range in Awi zone- this mountain range extends from 

Injibara (Kosober) to Ilala-Guanga, and includes Kahtasa and Guangua sites 

listed as candidates by the region. The area is relatively gentle slope, 

dotted by steep-sloped mountain peaks. 

o Debre Tabor – Gondar mountain range: Along this mountain range, the 

sections within Ibinat and Libo Kemkem Woredas in south Gondar, and 

Gondar Zuria in north Gondar are interesting areas for consideration. In 

this range, we find Alem Saga forest, listed as candidate by the regional 

state, and Tara Gedam forest which is a relatively intact church forest.  

 SNNP: Of the six sites listed for consideration by the regional, three of them 

(Sheko – Guraferda, Bench and Aroresa-Chiri) are smaller than 50,000 ha and 

cannot be considered for REDD+ pilots. Three sites that can be considered for 

evaluation are:  

o Chebera Churcura forest: this forest is found in Dawro zone and Konta 

Special woreda, and partly falls within Chebera Churchura national park. 

It covers a large gradient, from 550-1700 m asl, and includes montane, 

riverine and lowland woodland vegetation, covering about 125,000 ha. 

o Kafa: This forest is found within the Kafa zone, which is also the Kafa 

Biosphere Reserve. The forest covers around 409,000 ha, predominantly 

montane rainforest, and some areas of bamboo thickets on the highlands 

and combretum-terminalia woodland in the lowland.  

o Sheka: This forest is found within the Sheka zone, which is also the Sheka 

Forest Biosphere Reserve. The forest covers around 131,100 ha, 

predominantly montane rainforest, and some areas of bamboo thickets in 

the highlands. 

o  
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Preliminary recommendation of the consultant: 

Tigray: The consultant agrees with experts’ opinion in considering the mountain 

range extending from Hugumburda in southern zone to Dese’a in Eastern zone 

as pilot site. Existence of experiences in restoration, restored natural forests 

and plantation, highly fragile landscape, and organized PFM groups in the area 

are the main reasons. If restored, forests in this key mountain ranges have 

multiple ecological and economic benefits through provision of forest products 

and ecosystem services.    

Amhara: The consultant recommends mountains range extending from Ankober area 

to Dese zuria as pilot site in Amhara. This mountain range is characterized by 

significant proportion of degraded and fragile landscape, large areas of 

plantation forest, and a number of remnant natural forests.  Plantation in 

other parts of Amhara is small woodlot of individual farmers, as compared to 

large scale industrial plantations in this mountain range. If restored, the 

mountain range has a great potential to provide multiple ecological and 

economic benefits: wood for industries in Debre Berhan and Dese, and 

watershed protection and conservation.  

SNNP: Given the size of the forest and existing REDD/Climate Protection, PFM and 

forest conservation programs, Kafa is more promising for successful 

implementation of REDD+ pilot project. This forest is also surrounded by all 

other candidate pilot sites suggested by the region, to which the experience 

can be scaled-up to at the later stage.   


